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June 21, 2021 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING 
VIRTUAL MEETING INFORMATION 

 
Pursuant to Executive Order #2020-75, issued by Governor Whitmer, the Downtown Development Authority 
meeting on Monday, June 21, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. will take place electronically due to health concerns 
associated with COVID-19.   
 
Members of the public wishing to participate in the virtual meeting may do so by using the link below: 
 

To Participate in the 
Meeting: 

 
https://bit.ly/3wwnK2J 

 
A computer or smartphone can 
be utilized to participate in the 
meeting. 

To View the Agenda: 
 
 

https://bit.ly/AH-DDA-Agendas 
 
The agenda will be posted by 5:00 
PM on Thursday, June 17, 2021. 

 
• The online meeting will be active 5 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. Everyone will be muted 

until the start of the meeting at 5:30 p.m., when members of Downtown Development Authority and 
staff will be unmuted. 

• Members of the public will have the opportunity to participate in the Public Comment portion of the 
agenda by using the video or “chat” to submit their comment or question. 

• Comments or questions regarding agenda items may also be emailed to scarroll@auburnhills.org 
ahead of and during the meeting. 

• Comments and questions will be read aloud at the meeting. 
 

Individuals in need of Assistance under the ADA 
Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of special assistance under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) is asked to contact the City Clerk's Office at 248.370.9402 or the City Manager's Office 
at 248.370.9440 48 hours prior to the meeting. Staff will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements. 
 
Additional Information 
According to the Attorney General, interrupting a public meeting in Michigan with hate speech or profanity 
could result in criminal charges under several State statutes relating to Fraudulent Access to a Computer or 
Network (MCL 752.797) and/or Malicious Use of Electronics Communication (MCL 750.540).  
 
According to the US Attorney for Eastern Michigan, Federal charges may include disrupting a public meeting, 
computer intrusion, using a computer to commit a crime, hate crimes, fraud, or transmitting threatening 
communications.  
 
Public meetings are being monitored and violations of statutes will be prosecuted. 

https://bit.ly/3wwnK2J
https://bit.ly/AH-DDA-Agendas
mailto:scarroll@auburnhills.org


Next meeting is scheduled for September 20, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
June 21, 2021 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Virtual Meeting ● Auburn Hills, MI 
Minutes of the DDA Board Meeting will be on file in the City Clerk’s Office ● 248-370-9402 

 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

1) ROLL CALL 
 

2) PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD 
 

3) CORRESPONDENCE AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

4) APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
a) Meeting Minutes – May 10, 2021  
 

5) FINANCIAL REPORT 
a) FY 2021 Adopted Budget and YTD Summary – May 31, 2021 
 

6) UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

7) NEW BUSINESS 
a) Branding RFP 
b) Application Approval for Special Liquor License—SeptemBEERfest  
 

8) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UPDATE 
 

9) BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

10) ADJOURNMENT  



 C I T Y  O F  A U B U R N  H I L L S  
C I T Y  C O U N C I L  A G E N D A  

M E E T I N G  D A T E :  M A Y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 1  A G E N D A  I T E M  N O .  .  
 

“Not Yet Approved” 
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING 
 

May 10, 2021 
 
LOCATION:   Virtual Meeting 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Young called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Young (Rochester Hills, MI), Volk (Auburn Hills, MI), Gliniecki (Arrived at 5:36 p.m. from 

Auburn Hills, MI), Wise (Auburn Hills, MI), Jernigan (Clarkston, MI), Rasmussen (Rochester 
Hills, MI), Casey (Auburn Hills, MI), Wayne (Arrived at 5:37 p.m. from Auburn Hills, MI) 

   Absent: Mayor McDaniel 
   Also Present: Stephanie Carroll, Economic Development Manager; Eveonne Roberts, Downtown 

Engagement Specialist 
   Guests:  None  
 
PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD 
 
None.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
None. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

A. Special Meeting Minutes – April 13, 2021 
 
Moved by Ms. Casey to approve the DDA Special Meeting Minutes from April 13, 2021. 
Seconded by Ms. Jernigan 
                      Motion carried 

B. Joint Meeting with TIFA Minutes – April 13, 2021 
 
Moved by Ms. Casey to approve the Joint Meeting with TIFA Minutes from April 13, 2021. 
Seconded by Ms. Wise 
                      Motion carried 
Mr. Gliniecki arrived.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

A. FY 2021 Adopted Budget and YTD Summary – April 30, 2021 
 

Ms. Carroll reviewed the financial report for period ending April 30, 2021.  
 
Moved by Mr. Rasmussen to receive and file the financial report for period ending April 30, 2021. 
Seconded by Ms. Casey 
                      Motion carried 
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Mr. Wayne arrived. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Branding and Marketing RFP Discussion 
 
Ms. Carroll reviewed the memo dated May 4, 2021. She then explained that part of this process includes the revamping of the DDA 
section of the City’s website in the same style of Farmington Hills’s DDA site. Ms. Carroll stated that the Promotions committee would 
be tasked with putting the Branding and Marketing RFP document together.  She reminded the Board that this committee currently is 
comprised of Ms. Wise as Chairperson and Ms. Jernigan.  Ms. Carroll mentioned that Ms. Casey requested to be included in the 
committee as well.  
 
Ms. Carroll asked Chairperson Young if he approved of Ms. Casey being added to the Promotions Committee. 
 
Chairperson Young affirmed that he approved.  
 
Mr. Volk mentioned concerns that the $10,000 budgeted would be insufficient.  
 
Ms. Carroll explained that a budget amendment can always be passed should it be necessary.  She further explained that the branding 
should happen first, and marketing would come next. 
 
Chairperson Young confirmed that the Committee should focus on branding first. 
 
Ms. Carroll stated that the Committee should plan to meet separate from the Board to have these discussions. She then suggested 
that the July meeting date be moved to June to move this process along. 
 
Chairperson Young agreed that the meeting should be moved to June.  
 

B. Social District Discussion 
 
Ms. Casey gave a brief overview of the materials she sent the Board about social districts and listed several reasons as to why, in her 
opinion, Auburn Hills should take this concept into consideration including: the State of Michigan loosening its policies on public 
alcohol consumption and confusing directives from the City making it difficult for businesses to promote consumption options to 
consumers.  
 
Ms. Carroll mentioned, given how the law was written and the amount of work/limitations a true social district would entail, there 
might be a better avenue. 
 
The Board discussed the various benefits and drawbacks of establishing a social district.  Some that were mentioned are as follows. 
 
Benefits: 
Assist businesses with current capacity limitations. 
Attractive to prospective downtown business. 
A great promotional piece for downtown businesses. 
 

Drawbacks: 
Great deal of time/work/money to establish. 

- Needed signage 
- Drink receptacles 
- Increased insurance requirements 

 
Ms. Jernigan suggested this be made a priority once the branding and marketing concepts have been decided upon. 
 
Ms. Casey asked if the Public Square would be opened and available for alcohol consumption this year. 
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Ms. Carroll stated that the Public Square is set to be under construction this summer and that once completed, City Council would 
decide on if alcohol can be consumed in the area.  
 
The Board discussed the possible boarders of a social district.  Suggestions included Squirrel Road – Squirrel Court and Twist N’ Dip – 
the Jordan.   
 
Ms. Casey requested, at the very least, if Council and/or staff could provide exact language for businesses to use in promotional 
materials on outdoor/public alcohol consumption. 
 
Chairperson Young tasked Ms. Carroll with getting a read on how favorable City Management and Council may/may not be to the idea 
of a social district in downtown Auburn Hills.  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UPDATE 
 
Ms. Carroll explained that she and Ms. Roberts will be handing out PPE obtained by the county to Auburn Hills bars and restaurants 
this week.  
 
Ms. Carroll stated that a loan agreement was executed between the City and Shannon Casey on behalf of Blue Skies Brewery and that 
the check had been issued. 
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Wayne gave updates on filling a tenant space in the Jordan and the submittal of drawings for the Brunswick. 
 
Ms. Casey asked for an update on Primary Place. 
 
Ms. Carroll explained that meetings with the developer continue to get rescheduled and due to inactivity with no updates, Council is 
considering revoking the PUD.  She also mentioned that the Pepsi building should have a new owner within the next 30 days. 
 
Ms. Casey asked if a decision had been made as to the location of Summerfest this year. 
 
Ms. Carroll stated that several options were discussed in planning meetings and it was ultimately decided to keep the event within 
Riverside Park and on Squirrel Court. 
 
Chairperson Young left the meeting at 6:38 p.m. 
 
Mr. Wayne and Mr. Volk asked for direction to move forward on the retail space promotional video that had been discussed in previous 
meetings. 
 
Ms. Carroll stated that it could not be specific about vacancies as the City is often the last to know when tenants move in, it should 
not be more than 2 minutes, the Board – as a group – should decide on elements to focus on, and it should evoke a feeling and prompt 
action. She also mentioned that the City’s Community Relations Manager will need to be brought in to assess cohesiveness with other 
City promotions, like the Discover Downtown video series. 
 
Mr. Volk asked if this all could be discussed at the June meeting. 
 
Ms. Carroll affirmed that it could. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING  
 
The next Regular Downtown Development Authority Board of Directors meeting will be held on Monday, June 21, 2021, at 5:30 PM 
at City Hall in the Administrative Conference Room. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Ms. Wise to adjourn the DDA Board meeting. 
Seconded by Ms. Casey 
           
              Motion carried  
The DDA Board of Directors meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Eveonne Roberts                    
Downtown Engagement Specialist 











 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TO:  Chairman Young and Members of the DDA Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Stephanie Carroll, DDA Executive Director, Economic Development Manager 
 
DATE:  June 14, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: Branding RFP 

 
Attached for your review is a draft of the RFP for Branding services.  
 
The Promotions Committee met on June 3 to discuss the elements to be included in the RFP for Branding Services.  
The discussion was very productive and resulted in the attached document. 
 
As a group, one of the key takeaways from the discussion is that this process is not something that will happen in 
30 or 60 days.  It is likely that this will be a six-to-eight-month process from beginning to end.   
 
The next step is to issue the RFP.  After the deadline, the Promotions Committee will meet again to go over the 
proposals that were received.  
 
 
An appropriate motion is:  
 
Move to authorize the Executive Director to issue the RFP for Branding Services.  
 
 
 





















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TO:  Chairman Young and Members of the DDA Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Stephanie Carroll, DDA Executive Director, Economic Development Manager 
 
DATE:  June 2, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: Authorize the Application for a Special Liquor License 

 
INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
This is a recommendation to the Downtown Development Authority to authorize an application to the Michigan 
Liquor Control Commission for a special liquor license for the “Septembeerfest” event on September 17, 2021. 
Septembeerfest is a public event which will take place from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and will contain food vendors, 
craft beer vendors, live music, and yard games for event attendees. Further, Septembeerfest will serve as a 
fundraiser for the Auburn Hills Community Foundation. City Manager, Tom Tanghe has approved the consumption 
of alcohol in Riverside Park in accordance with Ordinance No. 20-917.  
 
The special event license may be issued to a non-profit organization that is hosting an event open to the public 
where alcohol will be served and funds will be raised, whether by donation, a purchased ticket, or by some other 
consideration. Septembeerfest tickets will be sold in advance of the event, as well as at the door the day of the 
event. The Downtown Development Authority will serve as the host for Septembeerfest.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of the attached resolution authorizing the application for a special license. 
 
An appropriate motion is: 
 
Move to approve the attached resolution authorizing the application for a Special License. Furthermore, 
authorize the Executive Director to execute all documents related to the application for the Special License. 
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